ITALIAN   AMERICANS

material welfare, and money than in anything else.
Christopher Columbus sailed from Palos on August 3,
1492, for 10 per cent, of the gross profit, and refiised to
sail unless the deal was made. It was a business enter-
prise, a commercial exploitation. Both Leonardo and
Michelangelo were "commercial artists" who drove
the hardest bargains they could with popes and princes,
despite the immortal glory of the frescoes and sculp-
ture which they might certainly have created anyway.
Furthermore, the classic Romans were the business em-
pire-builders, the road-builders, the go-getters, the
Arrow-collar boys of antiquity. They built Rome and
all roads leading to it for profit, just as coming to
America they built Grand Central, the roads, and the
biggest apartment buildings in New York. I think they
introduced business, go-getting, efficiency, into crime,
because their middle name is *' business/* and that Al
Capone became Al Capone for the same psychological
reason that Julius Caesar became Julius Caesar.
The final interesting thing about America's Italian

citizens is that, whether they are actually leaders in

*                  *

crime or merely get the most publicity, they have fewer
arrests for drunkenness and fewer deaths from alcohol-
ism than other foreign-language race groups, a lower
percentage of insanity, and the lowest percentage of
paupers enumerated and admitted to almshouses in the
Land of the Free, which was discovered by one4* wop "
and named after another.
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